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Personal Profile

I am a passionate senior designer with proficiencies in UI design, graphic design, interaction design, HTML/CSS and print design. A talented creative with a unique hybrid skill-set that spans various disciplines. 

With a fifteen-year background in understanding and developing brands and courses for commercial success, I have effective communication skills with clients and colleagues as well as excellent problem solving and brand development ability. 

I’m a mature designer, driven by a passion for good visual communication, whilst maintaining a keen awareness of present trends and accessibility guidelines. I have a team-playing attitude to work, as well as skills and information sharing. 

Creative and motivated, I have a dedicated interest in self-development and education, a belief in lifelong learning, and an appreciation of constructive criticism and discussion as an essential part of design growth. I also have a very good sense of humour, and a full clean driving licence and car.

Functional Knowledge

· Graphic Design
( Dreamweaver
( Mentoring

· HTML/CSS
( InDesign
( Consistency

· Photoshop
( Communication
( Customer care

· Illustrator
( Information Graphics
~ Design for Print

· Flash
( Web site design
~ eLearning Design

Professional Experience and Achievements…

Freelance Visual UI / UX Designer 

2013 (January) – Ongoing
I am currently available for full time opportunities as a Visual UI / UX Designer. I try to maintain a high standard of work, even in fast paced environments, as well as trying to preserve a user-centred approach, which is at the core of design for digital products and UX in general. I have a good commercial sense and understand that good design equals good business. I also believe I have a good sense of empathy for the users of digital products, and I like to think I can explain some times complex ideas to clients, who aren’t necessarily computer savvy; reducing frustrations and maintaining good relationships and communication. 
Sabbatical

2011 (August) – 2012 (September)
Quite recently I have returned to the UK from a yearlong world trip with my partner Jane. During this period I still maintained my design interests (obsessions) and kept in contact with the UK. On occasion, when the internet would allow, I contributed to a few small projects remotely to keep my hand in, and my skills up to date. But mainly I just had a great time seeing the world and managed to tick a few things off my Bucket List. Since returning I have been making myself available for work, and raring to go…

Trainer – Staff Development for New College Durham, UK

2011 (June/July)
Hired by New College Durham to train Foundation Degree staff on the fundamentals of web design. I developed a small 8-week course to demonstrate front-end web design skills. This included Photoshop/Illustrator mock up/wire framing skills as well as basic coding skills in CSS and HTML - demonstrating best practice and the necessity of accessibility awareness when designing for the web - such as colour blindness and table-less layout design. The course was well received and I was extremely happy with the results of the staffs’ work on the final day. They had all completed a simple website with a greater understanding of best practice and with new found knowledge (tips and tricks) were able to create web graphics to an efficient and high standard.
Teflabs Limited – Web/Graphic Designer, Sunderland, UK

2010 – 2011 (April)
Worked for a software company designing graphical assets/animations/resources for an online TEFL learning application (TEFL – Teaching English as a Foreign Language). My duties included design, illustration, photograph collation and asset management, HTML/CSS, simple use of jQuery sliders and UI design. I also liaised with qualified TEFL teachers to ensure course materials were correct and up to Cambridge IELTS standards, basically making sure that their suggestions for illustration and animation within the course content were achievable, relevant and legal.
Intellego plc – Senior Designer, Newcastle, UK

2003 – 2010

As Senior Designer my duties included designing learning modules, UI’s, websites and course graphics in line with SME requirements for leading global business including:

· The Royal College of Language & Speech Therapists

· NHS

· Astra Zenica

· Novartis

· Pfizer

· Diageo

· RBS Bank

· SAGE

This involved the use of Illustrator, Photoshop, Dreamweaver (HTML/CSS) and some Flash on PC and Mac platform. Many of the modules were for deployment via the web, CD, or via an LMS, therefore an understanding of current W3C accessibility standards and testing was essential and most web material/design was controlled via CSS style sheets. Attention to detail, multi-tasking, and the ability to be self-motivated were fundamental.

I have also been responsible for the production design on an e-learning CD-ROM for SAGE’s Line 50 accounting software.

Calltronics Systems - Graphic/Web Designer

Lanchester, Consett, County Durham

2002 – 2003

General graphic design duties for local company specialising in alarm systems for health organisations. Leaflets, business cards, posters and a basic company website and maintenance were all part of my job duties.
Emedit Ltd – e-learning Designer, Newcastle, UK

Jesmond, Newcastle upon Tyne

2001 – 2002

Worked for a small company specialising in e-learning products for the medical and pharmaceutical industries as a designer. My duties included designing learning modules (GUI’s), websites and course assets, creating graphics and illustrations to enhance the learning process and engage the user.

Professional Musician/Songwriter, Countrywide, UK

1990 – 2001
Before gaining formal design qualifications I was a working musician performing up and down the country playing original music to a wide audience, including some TV appearances and studio session work. This culminated in an appearance on Radio One’s “In the City” in Liverpool, where I met Kim Fowely (legendary record producer and member of John Lennon’s “Plastic Ono Band”). He eventually produced one of my bands recordings “Devils & Sunlight”.

Computer Skills

My experience is both on the Windows and Mac platforms with Photoshop, Illustrator, Dreamweaver and Flash (a little). My familiarity with these applications is very good and my understanding of HTML/CSS at code level is functional. Other applications I have experience in include Composica (which is a rapid e-learning tool for developing e-learning courses) and some experience with Adobe Captivate. 

I also have a functional understanding of the print process and I’m able to communicate jobs to commercial printers if needed.

Education and Professional Qualifications

BA(Hons) Graphic Design (2:1)




Hertfordshire University 

HND – Newspaper Design & Information Graphics


Newcastle College of Art

Level 4 - PTLLS Teaching Certificate – ‘Preparing to Teach in Life-Long Learning Sector’

BTEC ND – Graphic Design





Durham, New College

Art and Design

A Level






Art and Design

GCSE






Human Biology

GCSE




Music



GCSE   








English Language
GCE

Some work examples can be found here…

www.doug-brown.co.uk
Personal Interests

I’m still a musician and a big film fan. I love to travel and I hold an Advanced Open Water diving certificate. Quite recently I have been fortunate to dive in many exotic locations including The Great Barrier Reef in Australia, The Barrier Reef and Blue Hole in Belize, Cambodia, Vietnam and the Red Sea. 

The rest of my time is spent on my Mac trying to keep up to date with the ever-changing trends in design. I am a subscriber to the Lynda.com training library and I regularly contribute to the UX Design Group on Linked In.
Summary

I have genuine obsession with online design, in particular UI/UX practices and trends (I’ve also just completed a 4 week ‘User Experience for the Web’ course via Open2). I work well with developers because I have some understanding of technical issues designing for the web and try and maintain good communication throughout a project with all my team members. 

My style of design is simple and clean, which I feel facilitates the user experience allowing the user to complete their tasks simply and enjoyably, with minimum thought.

I would like to be able to make an impact in a company that would ensure its success and allow it to be respected by competitors on a global scale. I am always keen to learn from the best and to push my design skills to the next level as well as sharing any useful skills I have gained with my next team.

References

References are available upon request.

Many thanks & best wishes,

Doug Brown

